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Sumner County residents have raised more than $650,000 for United Way of Sumner County during its 2008 fundraising campaign, money that will go to help support programs providing health, education and financial resources to neighbors in their communities. The local United Way’s fundraising campaign ended on March 31 with $663,336.13 raised, according to Dana M. Given, President and CEO.

The amount raised did not reach the 2008 fundraising goal of $850,000, however, Given said with the current economic conditions it was a very successful campaign.  “Because of you, United Way will continue its work to improve educational opportunities, encourage financial stability and provided healthier life choices for all people in Sumner County. It’s how we live united,” Given said.

Money raised in the recently completed campaign came from Pacesetter workplace campaigns, individual donors, regular workplace campaigns and grants from several foundations. “We were at 94 percent of last year’s campaign, which was the second highest amount ever raised by United Way of Sumner County,” Beth Ellis, United Way’s Campaign Manager reported. “Even in these tough economic times, 47 workplace campaigns saw an increase in giving and 28 of those increased their campaign contributions by 25 percent or more.”
United Way of Sumner County kicked off its 2008 campaign with several other local United Ways at LP Field in Nashville with an evening of music, food and fellowship. The Sumner County campaign received a head start on its campaign during the summer, with seven Pacesetter campaigns raising $67,000, according to Ellis. Another highlight for 2008 was the return of two Portland employers to the fundraising efforts. Albany International and Western Plastics again participated this year, both with strong campaigns.
For the second year, Eric Rupert, General Manager of Hoeganaes Corporation’s Gallatin plant, served as Campaign Chair.  Volunteers with Sumner County United Way are now in allocations hearings to decide where the 2008 campaign dollars will be used. The 2007 campaign helped fund 38 programs that provide services to the county.
Planning has already begun for the 2009 campaign, which officially begins on August 28. The Pacesetter campaign will be conducted during the summer months from June 15 to August 20.  Bethel Coleman of Edward Jones will serve as the 2009 Campaign Chair.

